History of Science: Revolutions in Scientific Thought
Prof. Kent D. Boklan

The history of science is punctuated by profound redirections of thought, many of which were greeted with intolerance. This course will focus on select moments in the past 550 years when insights, discoveries, experiments and dire need caused powerful shifts in our understanding, in our practice and in our perception of our place in the universe. From Copernicus to Newton to Lagrange to Maxwell to Turing, from Lobachevsky and Bolyai to Einstein, from Babbage to Planck and Heisenberg and Schrődinger, we will attempt to gauge the impact of these changes that shattered our conceptions and helped shape our current world view. 
The Fall 2005 semester will focus on revolutions in Physics, Mathematics and Computer Science; this course will have both a writing component and a technical constituent. This is a class designed to help understand the scientific path to our current state and to discuss, in the immortal words of Buffy, “Where do we go from here?”

